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First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria Election 2019



“TREATY TO ME IS A 
RECOGNITION THAT 
WE ARE THE FIRST 

INHABITANTS OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND THAT 

OUR VOICE BE HEARD 
AND RESPECTED”

Uncle Archie Roach 
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VOTING IS OPEN FROM 
16 SEPTEMBER – 20 OCTOBER 2019
Treaties are our self-determining right.  
They can give us justice for the past and hope  
for the future. The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria  
will be our voice as we work towards Treaties.

The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria will be set up this year,  
with its first meeting set to be held in December. 

The Assembly will be a powerful, independent and culturally  
strong organisation made up of 32 Victorian Traditional Owners.

If you’re a Victorian Traditional Owner or an Aboriginal or  
Torres Strait Islander person living in Victoria, you’re eligible to vote  
for your Assembly representatives through a historic election process. 

Your voice matters, your vote is crucial.

HAVE YOU ENROLLED TO VOTE? 

To be able to vote, you’ll need to make sure you’re enrolled. This will  
only take you a few minutes. You can do this at the same time as voting,  
or before you vote. 

The Assembly election is completely Aboriginal owned and independent  
from any Government election (this includes the Victorian Electoral 
Commission and the Australian Electoral Commission). This means,  
even if you vote every year in other elections, you’ll still need to sign  
up to vote for your Assembly representatives. 

Don’t worry, your details will never be shared with Government, or any 
electoral commissions and you won’t get fined if you decide not to vote. 

To enrol to vote or learn more about enrolling,  
visit www.firstpeoplesvic.org/enrol
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WHERE AND HOW TO VOTE

Voting is easy and will be open from  
16 September until 20 October 2019.

You can vote in person at various polling places around  
the state, via post or online at www.firstpeoplesvic.org/vote

On your ballot, you’ll need to write the number ‘1’ in the box next to your 
favourite candidate, number ‘2’ next to your second favourite and so on until  
you number at least nine boxes. You may then, if you wish, number some  
or all of the remaining boxes in your order of preference.

In your region, you’re voting to elect nine representatives to the Assembly. 

Learn more about all the voting regions 
at www.firstpeoplesvic.org/your-region

Mildura

Swan Hill

Horsham Bendigo

Hamilton

Portland
Ballarat

Geelong

Melbourne

Traralgon

Bairnsdale

Shepparton

Wangaratta
Wodonga

Warrnambool

3

3
3

3 9

11

General elected seats
in each region

Seats reserved for formally
recognised Traditional Owner Groups
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HOW TO VOTE IN PERSON
To vote in person, you can access any of the polling booth locations  
across the state. 

At the polling location the team will ask you for your name and  
address to mark you off the roll, then provide you with a ballot.  
If you have questions, they can show you how to fill out the ballot  
correctly and give you an opportunity to practice if you want.

If you have not yet enrolled to vote, you can do this at the same time, 
remember to bring ID with you.

HOW TO VOTE ONLINE
After you have enrolled, you will be sent your Enrolment ID Number by  
email, letter or SMS. As voting commences, you will be sent another  
email, letter or SMS with your password and instructions on how to vote.

You will be asked to enter your Enrolment ID Number and Password  
sent to you. These are unique to you and cannot be used by anyone else.

You will be asked to click the candidates in the order you wish to vote  
for them. You will then click Next and will see a confirmation screen.  
Click Finish, and your vote will be cast. You cannot change your mind  
after this step.

If you haven’t filled out the ballot correctly, the system will tell you  
and ask you to fix it before submitting.

HOW TO VOTE BY POST
If you selected that you wanted to vote by post when you enrolled,  
you will be mailed a ballot and instructions to the address provided. 

Read the instructions carefully and then fill out the ballot. 

To ensure your vote is valid you will need to sign the envelope before  
returning to us. Put this in the reply paid (free) envelope provided. 

You must post your vote by 20 October 2019 and it must be received  
by us by 30 October 2019 to be counted.

If you haven’t already, you may request a postal ballot until  
5pm 14 October 2019.



6

POLLING PLACES

You can vote in person in your region 
at the following locations and times:

Community meeting room 
Atherton Towers
95 Napier Street Fitzroy

Weekdays 9:30am–6:30pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct

Melton South  
Community Centre
43 Exford Road, Melton South

Weekdays 9:00am–5:00pm 
(5:30pm on 2, 7 & 9 Oct)
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct

Casey Aboriginal  
Gathering Place
20 Agonis Street, Doveton

Weekdays 10:00am–6:00pm
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct

Mullum Mullum  
Indigenous Gathering Place
47 Patterson Street, Ringwood East

Weekdays 10:30am–6:30pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct

First Peoples’ Health  
and Wellbeing Centre
317 – 319 High Street, Thomastown

Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct
Mon (30 & 7), Wed (2 & 9) 9:30-5:30
Tues (1 & 8)  9:00am-4:30pm
Thurs (3 & 10) 10:00am-6:00pm
Fri 4 Oct 9:00am-12:00pm
Fri 11 Oct 9:00am-11:30am

Nairm Marr Djambana  
Frankston Aboriginal Association
32 Nursery Ave, Frankston

9:30am–5:30pm
Thursday 3 Oct

Healesville Indigenous Community 
Services Association (HICSA)
1A Badger Creek Road, Healesville

10:30am–5:00pm 
Friday 4 Oct
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IMPORTANT TO NOTE:

If at the time of enrolment, you selected online  
or postal voting, you don’t need to do anything,  
information will be sent to you. 

If at the time of enrolment, you didn’t select 
online or postal, you can change this anytime  
by calling 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com

You can vote at any polling booth regardless  
of your town or voting preference. 

If you decide you want to vote online after enrolling,  
contact us at 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com  
to request an online ballot. This request may be made  
until 9pm 20 October 2019.

If you decide you want to vote by post after enrolling,  
contact us at 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com  
to request a postal ballot be sent to you. This request  
may be made until 14 October 2019.

NEED HELP? 

Let us know how we can help.

You can call Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission  
on 1800 TREATY (1800 87 32 89). 

To get in contact with your local Assembly Election Officer,  
visit www.firstpeoplesvic.org/get-in-touch or Contact the Victorian  
Treaty Advancement Commission on 1800 TREATY (1800 87 32 89).

All venues (unless marked) are wheelchair accessible. If you have accessibility 
issues, let the team know and they’ll be able to help you, including coming 
out to your car if needed.



MEET YOUR 
CANDIDATES

The following is a list of candidates 
you can vote for in the First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria Election 2019.

Read their candidate statements  
to learn a bit more about them. 

Candidates are listed in the order 
they appear on the ballot.

Statements have been prepared by the indvidual candidates, they 
have not been edited unless they have exceeded the word count.
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MATTHEW BURNS
I am a proud Nira-Balluk man of the 
Taungurung Nation. I am currently the CEO of 
Taungurung Land & Waters Council (TLaWC) 
and Non-Executive Director of Federation of 
Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations. 

My strengths are within the areas of finance, 
compliance, relationship development and 
am a lateral thinker which I believe are skills 
that will be crucial through the inaugural 
period of the First Peoples Assembly. I 
have a real passion for working within the 
Traditional Owner space and genuinely 
make it a point to listen to & take on 
board community views when shaping my 
approach to a variety of issues. My goals for 
the Assembly are to provide a framework 
that acknowledges the sovereignty of each 
Nation and provides opportunity for genuine 
sharing of powers between the Victorian 
State Government and each Traditional 
Owner Nation.

I feel my experience will be valuable within 
the Assembly and will be complimentary to 
the variety of skills and cultural knowledge 
brought by other Assembly members. 
This in-turn will promote an environment 
for a strong and robust framework to be 
developed.

To be a member of the First Peoples 
Assembly would be an honour and not 
something I would take on lightly.

ALISTER THORPE
I am a Gunai man through my father with 
direct patrilineal blood connection to the 
Brabralung Clan. Our people recognise 
Boorun the pelican as the protector of all 
Gunai. I acknowledge my Yorta Yorta ancestry 
on my Mother’s side and my Gunditjmara 
ancestry on my Grandmother’s side. 

My family have endlessly struggled for our 
people’s rights. They have been political 
activists and protesters providing the 
impetus for development of our Aboriginal 
community controlled organisations. They are 
strong advocates for Aboriginal health and 
education. They have tirelessly campaigned 
for sovereignty, self determination and 
recognition of the past atrocities that have 
been committed against our peoples. Staunch 
families. These are the values and principles 
that have been entrenched in me by my 
elders, my Grandmothers, my parents. If you 
know my family, you know me. 

We are fed up with Government promises. 
There is mistrust in Government processes 
and we are tired of Aboriginal community 
politics. Yet, the opportunity for our clans to 
negotiate treaties is too important. I want to 
make sure we do it right. 

Our clans, our language, our culture, our 
songs, our totems, our lore, our land. Our 
future. 
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NO PHOTO 
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COLIN ROBERT HUNTER
I am an Elder of the Wurundjeri Council 

I wish to be member so as the Wurundjeri 
have a voice in the process 

That it needs to happen & needs to be with 
soviegn people. 

Better life out come for Aboriginal people, in 
Health, Education Justice land Right.

KYLIE SPENCER
I’m a proud Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
Traditional Owner.  My Aboriginal family have 
been fighting for better recognition of our 
rights and protection of our Cultural Heritage 
since European Settlement here in Melbourne 
since 1835.  My Ancestors signed the Batman 
Treaty which was never recognised.

I was part of the Victorian Aboriginal 
Community Assembly in 2017.  I feel 
passionate about seeing the Victorian Treaty 
become successful.  It will give us a Voice 
with Government for a better future, our 
culture and land was never formally given 
up and I want to be part of this Journey 
to create a better, brighter future for our 
Aboriginal Community.
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GARY JOHN MURRAY
My Community involvement on and off 
Woiwurrung has been over five decades 
in community and government positions 
from the 1960’s to now – my activist father 
being Stewart Murray JP;AM and activist 
grandfather being Pastor Sir Douglas Nicholls 
JP:MBE;OAM;KCVO;Bapa Mamus and former 
Governor of South Australia.  I have a strong 
inherited position on inclusiveness, equity 
and Clan Based Treaties as Clans have priori 
rights (First Rights) across the 38 First Nations 
and the Right People, Right Country Principle.  
Being Wamba Wamba, Dhudhuroa, Wiradjeri, 
Yorta Yorta, Baraparapa, Dja Dja Wurrung 
and Wergaia Nations I understand the anger 
and the need to equitably correct the Treaty 
process for all unrecognised Nations/Clans.

I have strong school and university 
experiences in sport, human rights, 
law, Treaty and land justice, education, 
community, planning and development and 
environmental law.  I hold or have held the 
following positions – Chairperson Victorian 
Aboriginal Health Service Cooperative 
Limited 2019, Board of Directors First Peoples 
Sports Foundation Aboriginal Corporation 
2018-2019, Board of Directors Nicholls 
Foundation Aboriginal Corporation 2018-2019, 
Ballerrt Mooroop Working Group Glenroy  
Multifunctional Facility 2011-2019, Victorian 
Traditional Owner Land Justice Group 2005-
2019, Victorian Treaty Interim Working Group 
Member 2016-2016 and Wimmera Native Title 
Holder Native Title Group 2005.  

TRACEY EVANS
I pay my respects to the Wurundjeri people 
whose land I live and work on. I am a 
proud strong Gunditjmara woman of the 
Eastern Marr Traditional Owner Group. 
My grandmother is an Austin with family 
connections to Framlingham Mission. I am 
the child of a stolen generation my beautiful 
mother Myrtle and niece of legendary 
singer songwriter Archie Roach. I grew up 
in Collingwood in the Housing Commission. 
I am a strong passionate leader for my 
mob having worked in the criminal justice 
system, health, construction and child 
protection space. I have over 25 years within 
Government and in community organisations. 
I have seen the struggles of my family and 
community and now is the time for me to 
fight and stand even stronger. I will represent 
the views of my people and listen to the 
voice of my ancestors. I will make sure that 
our battlers of the community be heard and 
that our elders and youth have a voice to be 
heard even louder. I will support our cultural 
birthright to be treated with respect and that 
true self determination be a journey that 
begins today for us all not into the future.
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STEPHEN JOHN 
TREGONNING 
I wish to assist the Treaty process in 
establishing constitutional change and 
recognition of indigenous people of Australia. 
I have worked in various community and 
government vocations. From working in 
these occupations, I have gained extensive 
knowledge which I believe would benefit  
the treaty process.

RUEBEN BERG
My name is Rueben Berg and I am a 
proud Gunditjmara man. My Dad is from 
Framlingham, but I grew up in Melbourne 
where I live with my family, including two 
young kids. I have lots of experience working 
with our communities in the areas of 
employment, architecture, cultural heritage, 
boundary negotiations, environmental 
water management and even with Ultimate 
frisbee! I hope to bring my knowledge and 
understanding of how government works 
to make sure that our communities can get 
the best possible outcomes from the treaty 
process. 

I want to make sure we are involved as key 
decision makers in important decisions that 
affect our lives, our communities, and our 
lands and waters.

I want to make sure we empower our 
communities, now and into the future, so 
that my kids, and all future generations, can 
continue to practice and celebrate the oldest 
continuous culture in the world.
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KELLY LEHMANN
I am Bunurong/Boonwurrung through my  
Aunty, who is an Elder and my mother.  I 
grew up on Karuna Country and currently live 
and work on my Bunwurrang Lands.  I grew 
up knowing that I could make a difference, 
and I have studied and worked to understand 
my family and my community’s history. 

I have made time to be with my people and 
other First Nations people.  Now, I work on 
my Bunwurrang Country for all our people.  
We need young voices at the table.  I believe 
the Treaty Movement is a catalyst for a better 
Australia. 

I embody my indigenous, mixed Australian 
identity.  I am a strong woman, and I believe 
we can do this together.  

ALFRED BAMBLETT
My Name is Alfie Bamblett I am a strong 
proud Gunditjmara, Dja Dja Wurrung, Yorta 
Yorta and Wiradjuri man.  Through my family 
and those community members past and 
present I have gained and still gaining a 
strong understand of fighting for the right of 
our people to have a say.

The treaty process has been a long one and 
we still have a way to go, but it is important 
to keep the conversation going.  Learning is a 
lifetime experience and I’m stilling learning, I 
don’t have the answers but I’m willing to put 
my opion forward and listen to and respect 
the right of others to have an opion. 

I have worked for many years in the Family 
Violence, Justice and Education space.
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SEAN HUNTER 
I am a Wurundjeri Woiwurrung elder that 
wishes to be a part of the First Peoples’ 
Assembly for Victoria in order to be a  voice 
for our people, our community and our 
country.  I want to help create a treaty for 
our future, because it is our time, our time to 
be heard, our time to take control, over our 
future. 

Treaty will enable us to keep culture strong 
and alive the way we want it to happen, 
so that we are able to heal together and 
become even stronger than what we already 
are. 

MICHAEL GRAHAM
A Wiradjuri, Dja Dja Wurrung, and Waywurru 
man. A proud Father of 10 and Granfather 
of 16. I have been an active member of the 
Melbourne Aboriginal Community my entire 
life. Since I was 16 years of age, I have been 
working in and around Aboriginal affairs in 
Aboriginal Organisations. These organisations 
include, VAEAI, VACCA, VALS, Fitzroy Stars 
Gym, VACCHO, and VAHS. I also worked for 
6 years in Victorian State Government in an 
Aboriginal Position. All of my working roles 
have allowed me to help the community in a 
positive and beneficial way.

I have been raised by a large Politicaly proud 
Family which has always prompted my keen 
interest in empowering our mob. I am known 
to be a great listener and I strongly believe 
in equality and equity for all our mob. This 
is why I wish to be on the First People’s 
assembly to ensure these measures are 
taking place. I hope that Treaty will allow for 
my belief and views to be heard and put into 
action for all our mob.
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BERYL BOOTH
Gunditjmara and Gunaikurnai Elder, born in 
Fitzroy in 1942, the eldest of four children 
and only daughter to Harry Booth and 
Hannah (nee Lovett).  As a child, my holidays 
were spent with my mother’s family in the 
Western District and my father’s in the east.  
The spirit of my rural cousins helped balance 
my restless urban nature.

From an early age, I understood the political 
milieu of being an urban Aboriginal woman.  
Both of my parents worked tirelessly for 
their community and would assist Aboriginal 
people in custody at the local police station, 
representing them in court and purchasing 
meals for them from the Rainbow Hotel 
in Fitzroy.  The legacy of their efforts has 
provided myself with an endless source of 
inspiration.  This inspiration and influence has 
prompted me to become a member of the 
First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria.  

My views on Treaty stem from the people, for 
the people.  I believe Treaty should be run by 
communities allowing their rights and voices 
heard.  I still have connections at grass roots 
level and I hear what people are saying.  

I hope that treaty helps heal some of our 
peoples needs and hope they will be young 
and old. 

ANDREW GARDINER
It is important that we as Aborignal people 
in Victoria are engaged in the process that 
our Traditional Owner culture and heritage is 
assured and to engage and collaborate with 
our Community Controled Sector to ensure 
health and wellbeing and social services 
are available for all Aboriginal people in our 
catchments.

This is an opportunity that we must grasp to 
ensure the future for all first nation people 
and to work with the Victorian Government 
to negotiate Treaty for better outcomes and 
opportunities for our future generations.



16

NGARRA MURRAY 
I have a direct blood lineage to the 
Wamba Wamba (Gourmjanyuk), Yorta Yorta 
(Wallithica), Dja Dja Wurrung (Yung Balug), 
Dhudhuroa, Jupagalk and Baraparapa, with 
strong family ties to country. Our kinship 
and family structures are what binds us 
together and our family obligations, cultural 
values and kinship responsibilities are what 
keep our families and clans strong, healthy 
and balanced. Our lives are built on the 
foundations laid by those that came before 
us, and some day we will be the ancestors, 
and we have an obligation to leave a healthy 
world for those that come after us.

I want to ensure that the Treaty process 
upholds our rights and values, and that it 
respects our traditional kinship structures 
in our nations and clans, and that further 
development processes must be centred in 
our communities to have any legitimacy. 
Treaties for our people will redefine and 
reaffirm relationships, and serve as a moral 
and legal compass to guide our interactions 
with the government. Treaties will be a tool 
to facilitate a new era of relations, one that 
upholds treaty obligations and rights, fulfills 
promises and creates new legally enforced 
government to nations agreements and 
constructive arrangements for our future.

ALLAN MURRAY
I have been nominated to represent my 
people form the Dhudhuroa people which 
make the the far north east region of Victoria. 
As much as it’s an honour to represent my 
people in these discussions, I belive am the 
best candidate given my background and 
experience in policy making, government and 
the private sector.
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LIDIA THORPE
Lidia Alma Thorpe is a Gunditjmara 
Djabwurrung / Gunnai Brabodoong 
Briakaloong woman, mother & grandmother. 
Lidia was the first Aboriginal woman in the 
Victorian Parliament and a staunch strong 
advocate for her people over 30 years.  
Working for the Victorian Aboriginal Funeral 
Service, Vic Aboriginal Health Service and 
working with her people at the grassroots 
level to build resilience and capacity to 
have a voice.  Lidia is currently working in a 
number of areas to ensure Aboriginal people 
have a voice in the environment movement, 
Grandmothers Against Removals and the 
many Nations currently excluded from the 
Victorian Treaty process.

Lidia is known for her activism to create 
space for the grassroots people who too 
often are left out on decisions affecting 
them.  If you want to ensure our people have 
a grassroots, sovereign voice who won’t back 
down or sell out vote 1 Lidia Thorpe.

GEORGIA MAE 
CAPOCCHI-HUNTER
My name is Georgia Mae Capocchi-Hunter 
and I am a proud Wurundjeri and Ngurai 
Illum Wurrung young woman.  I was 
born and raised in Naarm and have been 
connected to my community and my culture 
since birth.  

I am running as a candidate for the Treaty 
Assembly as I believe that young people and 
children need representation and a voice at 
the table.  Thus far I believe we have been 
under appreciated and our voices have been 
unheard.  This cannot continue as this treaty 
is our future – we will live under a Treaty 
for longer than we won’t and therefore 
we should have a say in how it shapes our 
future.  

I believe treaty could be an amazing thing for 
our community as long as it is done correctly 
and in a way that is inclusive of everyone 
and is led by our community.

My hope or treaty is that our voices will be 
heard, our countries will be protected our 
futures will finally be in our hands.

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED
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JIDAH CLARK
I identify as a Gunditjmara - Djab Wurrung 
man and also have ancestral connections 
to Boon Wurrung, Wemba Wemba and 
Taungurung country. I grew up at the 
Framlingham settlement with a strong 
connection to country.

I’ve had a community based and political 
upbringing, and hold the history of 
Framingham and my ancestors as a source 
of strength and pride. I continue their legacy. 
I have been involved in many community 
and volunteer roles with a strong human 
and Indigenous rights focus. I am a lawyer 
currently working in the policy space to 
uphold children’s rights in out of home care 
and youth justice.

I also believe our struggle for rights and 
land justice should coincide and align with 
our cultural resurgence, through continuing, 
maintaining and strengthening cultural 
practices.

I see Treaty as a means to mend the 
unresolved conflict of European occupation of 
our sovereign lands. I will staunchly advocate 
for a Treaty framework that is truly just and 
equitable for our people. I will represent 
our community with the integrity of those 
ancestors I draw strength from.

ESMERALDA GLENDA 
BAMBLETT
I am Moitheriban from the Bangerang 
Nation of the Goulburn Valley through my 
maternal grandmother Esmerelda Bamblett 
(nee Morgan) and Taungurong through my 
paternal grandmother, Dorothy Kennedy (nee 
Hamilton) and Dja Dja Wurrung through my 
paternal grandfather, Clancy Charles.  

Aboriginal people have been calling for 
a Treaty since invasion and I believe the 
timing is right now.  I wish to nominate to 
be a member of the First People’s Assembly 
of Victoria because the Treaty process is 
important for Victoria and I would like to add 
my voice to the ongoing process.  My sixty 
plus years living in conditions under policies 
and programs operating for Aboriginal 
Victorians as well as forty three years 
working in the Aboriginal Affairs workforce 
to bring about better policies, has qualified 
me for membership on the Assembly as 
I have both the lived experience and an 
understanding of contemporary issues. 

I believe that the Treaty process must take 
into account Aboriginal communities for 
the next  7 generations.  My aspirations 
for Treaty is that it will give all Victorians 
an understanding of Aboriginal issues and 
agreement with a compensatory package 
for Aboriginal people that will ensure the 
maintenance of culture, and long term 
sustainability of programs.
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TONY MCCARTNEY
I am a proud Wotjobaluk man and my 
lineage is through the Coombs line from 
Ebenezer Mission.  My Great Grandfather 
is Alfred Jackson Coombs.  I was born in 
Balranald NSW and grew up with some of 
my cousins from the mission at Balranald.  I 
have lived in Melbourne since 1968.  

I believe I have the knowledge and 
experience to assist in developing the 
framework for Treaty.  I believe that all 
traditional owner groups should be included 
in the treaty process.  I am committed in 
representing the voices of the community.  I 
will work hard to represent our people and 
will always put the needs of the community 
first.  I look forward to representing you in 
Treaty.

DYAN ELIZABETH 
SUMMERS
I am a proud Bunurong Elder Woman.  My 
Apicail Ancestor was Nandergoroke/Elizabeth 
Maynard who was kidnapped from Point 
Nepean by sealers and taken to Bass Strait 
Islands.

I am chairperson of Bunurong Land Council.  
I am an active Bunurong community 
member and I support equity, transparency, 
community and identity.
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CAROLYN BRIGGS
As a Boon Wurrung woman, I am standing 
for election so we can provide a voice for the 
Victorian traditional owners and the wider 
Indigenous community. 

I support the goals which were expressed  in 
this year’s NAIDOC: Voice, Treaty, Truth. 

I want to acknowledge and celebrate the 
role that the Victorian Clans and families 
have played in protecting, maintaining and 
celebrating our rich heritage.  It has been 
their voice and struggle for the truth that has 
allowed us to achieve what we have today.  

A genuine Treaty will only ever be achieved 
when our voice is heard and respected.  
A Treaty should be a compact with our 
ancestors to ensure that their voices are 
heard and their memories protected.

It is one of my great pleasures to see our 
young people achieve great outcomes, 
because of the work of the mothers and 
fathers and grandparents who made this 
struggle possible.  The freedoms we now 
take for granted were the hard-fought 
victories of strong, persistent Black women 
and men – who never gave up.

I ask for your support so that we can 
acknowledge our traditional spirit of 
generosity and celebrate our shared history 
and the strength of this great Victorian 
community.

MURIEL PAULINE 
BAMBLETT
I am a proud Yorta Yorta, Dja Dja Wurrung 
woman with traditional ties also with the 
Bunnerong and Taungurung peoples and am 
proud to be standing for the Victorian First 
People’s Assembly.

I am currently the CEO of the Victorian 
Aboriginal Child Care Agency and have a 
long history of working with and for my 
people spanning almost 40 years and am on 
many National and State bodies representing 
and advocating for the interest of our 
children.  Over the years I have been the 
recipient of many awards for my work with 
my community.  Many of these accolades can 
be directly attributed to the Elders and loved 
ones that have guided me in my journey.

Since our community decided to pursue 
treaty in 2015, I have had a strong 
commitment to the Treaty process and 
believe my skills in policy formulation and 
advocacy would make me a strong candidate 
to deliver on the best outcomes for our 
children, my people and community.  As 
a custodian of our traditions and culture I 
commit to protect our lands and resources, 
maintain our traditions and culture, drive 
investment for our future and protect and 
strengthen our Treaty and Inherent Rights.
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AARON CLARK 
My name is Aaron Mingara Clark a proud 
descendant from the Djab Wurrung people 
of the Gunditjmara nation, now living in 
Melbourne.

In 2018 I was humbled to present at the 
United Nations (UN) in New York advocating 
for Clan led Treaty making agreements. 
Two key principles of the UN is free, prior, 
informed consent and self-determination. 
Participation in a Treaty, offers a platform to 
build and create change in our community, 
while asserting our Sovereignty.

My children’s family’s links are throughout 
NSW and W.A, and I have lived and worked 
across QLD and the NT, consequently 
I understand the importance of Treaty 
reflecting the diversity of our community 
here. A Treaty will affect all of our TO’s and 
non TO’s, and therefore it is critical we work 
through these complex relationships of 
connections with our land and country, to 
ensure everyone can find value in a Treaty.

Being engaged and understanding the 
process we will equip all us to combat 
the hurdles we will inevitably face along 
this journey. I will fight to ensure our mob 
continues to have a voice, and work to 
impact the design making process going 
forward via our own systems and decision 
making processes.

ANNETTE XIBERRAS
I am a Wurundjeri elder with 2 children 
and have worked in cultural heritage for 
over 35 years.  I believes that treaty should 
be between the traditional owners and 
government.  That the treaty process must 
in campus all traditional owner mobs and 
insure their voice in this process.

Giving our first peoples recognition of what 
was taken, what was done and what is 
need to rectify the dispossession face by the 
day by day hardship of Victorian Aboriginal 
people.  Part of treaty is making the wrongs 
right and giving back a bit of what was 
taken culturally the right to country, fishing, 
hunting, education, health, gathering 
resources and lore with out breaking the law.
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LINDA MAY BAMBLETT
I am a proud Bangerang woman and am 
committed to ensuring that Aboriginal 
peoples have a voice in determining their 
future.  As a mother and grandmother I want 
to ensure that the future generations have 
greater opportunities for advance and the 
their right as Aboriginal Australian will be 
upheld.

I believe that Treaty will afford our mob a 
greater voice and that “self determination” 
will be more than a catch cry, government 
commitment but a reality and I believe that 
Treaty is the most appropriate vehicle for this 
to become reality.

DARIA ATKINSON
I am proud Yorta Yorta woman, but I live in 
the Northern Metropolitan area of Melbourne.  
I have 2 sons and 4 grandchildren therefore 
I would like to nominate myself for the 
Assembly as I did sit on first Assembly and I 
feel  I need to be involved for my son’s and 
grandchildren as they are my future, and it is 
also time for change for their future.  I also 
work for the VAHS as Bringing them Home 
worker, I feel that Stolen Generations need a 
voice on this Assembly, and Treaty could push 
for Redress for them before they are all gone.  
All for Treaty!
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DANIEL WILLIAM ROSS
Wurundjeri Man,

Treaty Wow! Something I didn’t think I 
would see in my lifetime, but what a great 
opportunity to listen to our mobs, to have 
the opportunity to speak on behalf of our 
mobs. It is a great opportunity to be able to 
teach others and acknowledge the wrongs of 
the past.

To help guide and mold our mob’s future.

I see treaty as a great opportunity to educate 
our young and empower our mob. It’s an 
opportunity to ensure our elders are cared 
for, our stolen gen mobs are heard and cared 
for.

Treaty, it’s our Time.

TREVOR JOHN GALLAGHER
I am a proud sixty six year old Gunditjmara 
man from Western Victoria the Matriarch of 
my Family is Frances Gallagher one of the 
oldest living Gunditjmara woman alive today. 

I am the father of four kids and grandfather 
of ten grandchildren and one great grand 
child.  I live out at Wallan with my wife 
Amber and my latest two children.  

The Treaty process is a long time coming and 
I would like to play a part in bringing it to 
fruition.  I feel as a candidate I could make 
a difference especially around the areas of 
educating our young kids in their own culture 
and making sure that they grow up proud of 
who they are,  this is what I have been doing 
for the last 15 years of my working life

I have been a big supporter of Treaty and 
firmly believe that Treaty can finally solve the 
age old problem of Aboriginal people having 
no voice, what this Treaty will do  is make a 
proud people even stronger and stronger in 
the areas that matter and that would be in 
the Government Departments
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JIMI PETERS
I am a Proud Yorta Yorta man, and I am from 
the Cooper, Briggs and Peters clans.  I grew 
up on Yorta Yorta country, in Mooroopna and 
Shepparton area with parts of my childhood 
growing up on Cummergunja with my 
great grandmother. I believe this is a great 
opportunity to finally lead how business for 
our people should be done and not be under 
the dictatorship of the commonwealth who 
continues to not acknowledge our sovereign 
rights as the First Peoples’ of this country.

I feel that we have been waiting a long 
time for this to happen for our people, and 
that it is important we secure this for the 
future of our children and to make sure 
that our cultural history, our true stories and 
genealogy is not forgotten.  This is also a 
great opportunity to create a better future 
for our next generations and to make sure 
we are not the forgotten people of our own 
country.

LIZ ALLEN
Liz Allen has withdrawn as a candidate in 
these elections. As the withdrawal occurred 
after the ballot draw and printing of election 
materials, her name will remain on the ballot.
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DONNA WRIGHT 
I am a Proud Gunditjmara woman from 
Lake Condah Western Victoria living in 
Melbourne, having worked in community 
controlled sector for most of my life in the 
heart of Fitzroy at VAHS and the Park with 
the strongest and bravest Aboriginal people; 
my Mother and Grandmother, as well as 
other family and community members who 
called the park their home had a huge and 
profoundaffect on me and always influence 
my thinking and decision making.

Being on the Assembly is about doing right 
by our community, ensure there is equity, 
being honest fair and open transparent and 
accountable to community is crucial to the 
role of the Assembly.

RONALD BRIGGS
I am a proud Yorta Yorta, Gunditjmarra, and 
Wurundjeri man. I Have lived in Melbourne 
for majority of my life.

I am very passionate about the Health and 
wellbeing of the first nations people within 
the communities statewide. I Have been 
apart of the sad times and struggles which 
is why I feel being a member of the First 
Peoples Assembly will ensure good times for 
the next generation follow.

I have always been involved and apart of 
Aboriginal affairs within Victoria and will 
continue my involvement to make sure I have 
left a legacy no matter how small. Being 
apart of the Assembly will be a stepping 
stone for my knowledge to be passed on to 
the next generation.

I see Treaty as a way for our voices to be 
heard so that all Australians can benefit of 
the true history and 60,000 plus years of 
stories that are being told and taught. It 
will be a way for all non-indigenous people 
to understand the strong history before 
settlement.

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED



26

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED

SHANE CLARKE
Hello to all you Mob. My name is Shane 
Clarke I am a proud Bunurong Man. My 
family are originally from Balranald NSW, I am 
a direct decedent from Louisa Briggs one of 
the five apical ancestors of the Bunurong.

I currently work for my community as a 
Senior Culture Heritage Representative 
with the Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal 
Corporation; However, I have always walked 
as a proud Aboriginal Man and embraced all 
Aboriginal people as my Brothers and Sisters.

I have battled through a lot of hardship in 
my life because I was born black in my own 
country. I fully understand our struggles to 
gain some sort social justice for our Mobs.

I’ve worked in Koorie organisations and 
communities from north west to south west 
of Victoria. Also travelled from Queensland 
and New South Wales in various roles 
including truck driving, earth moving, 
youth justice, Elders groups,police liaison, 
community transport, yellow cabs, chub 
security, on country land care, dance groups 
and culture heritage management.

My focus issues are as a Treaty candidate are:
• Reparation
• Stolen generation
• Self Sufficiency
• Compensation in the form of royalties
• Structural Violence
• Self determination
• Control of all our lands for our Mobs
• Procurement and Business Opportunities

DALE WANDIN
I Dale Wandin of Wurundjeri/Woi-wurrung 
mob am a traditional owner of Melbourne 
& surrounding areas.  I come from a lineage 
of people that were instrumental in making 
things better for Victorian First Nations 
People.  My ancestors include people such 
as William Barak, Simon Wonga, Joy Murphy 
Wandin & Di Kerr. It’s important to have a 
Traditional Owner represent his clan, land, 
community & ancestors.

A Traditional Owner of the Melbourne area 
should have a voice on the assembly in 
regards to the Melbourne area.  I believe in 
Treaty.  I believe it must be done correctly. 
The process is not something that has been 
given the right amount of time, however 
I believe that Treaty is required to move 
forward. It’s about making sure that the right 
thing starts to happen.  My aspirations are 
to have Treaty are many.  We can make our 
communities better.  We can start negotiating 
better educational programs in schools 
to start changing the negative influences 
the current educational system that reflect 
poorly against First Nations People.  We can 
start making change & start bringing back 
structures & protocols within our culture.  
Treaty is a ball of clay for me.  I want to make 
it work. 
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“TO ME,  
TREATY MEANS THE 

RECOGNITION OF PAST 
INJUSTICES AND THE 

COMMITMENT TO ACTIONS 
THAT WILL PROMOTE TRUE 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE  
AND EQUITY WITHIN  
OUR COMMUNITIES”

Kyeema Coombs 



MORE INFORMATION

Call 1800 TREATY (1800 873 289)

www.firstpeoplesvic.org


