
YOUR  
CANDIDATES

SOUTH EAST

First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria Election 2019



“TREATY TO ME IS A 
RECOGNITION THAT 
WE ARE THE FIRST 

INHABITANTS OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND THAT 

OUR VOICE BE HEARD 
AND RESPECTED”

Uncle Archie Roach  
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VOTING IS OPEN FROM 
16 SEPTEMBER – 20 OCTOBER 2019
Treaties are our self-determining right.  
They can give us justice for the past and hope  
for the future. The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria  
will be our voice as we work towards Treaties.

The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria will be set up this year,  
with its first meeting set to be held in December. 

The Assembly will be a powerful, independent and culturally  
strong organisation made up of 32 Victorian Traditional Owners.

If you’re a Victorian Traditional Owner or an Aboriginal or  
Torres Strait Islander person living in Victoria, you’re eligible to vote  
for your Assembly representatives through a historic election process. 

Your voice matters, your vote is crucial.

HAVE YOU ENROLLED TO VOTE? 

To be able to vote, you’ll need to make sure you’re enrolled. This will  
only take you a few minutes. You can do this at the same time as voting,  
or before you vote. 

The Assembly election is completely Aboriginal owned and independent  
from any Government election (this includes the Victorian Electoral 
Commission and the Australian Electoral Commission). This means,  
even if you vote every year in other elections, you’ll still need to sign  
up to vote for your Assembly representatives. 

Don’t worry, your details will never be shared with Government, or any 
electoral commissions and you won’t get fined if you decide not to vote. 

To enrol to vote or learn more about enrolling,  
visit www.firstpeoplesvic.org/enrol
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Mildura

Swan Hill

Horsham Bendigo

Hamilton

Portland
Ballarat

Geelong

Melbourne

Traralgon

Bairnsdale

Shepparton

Wangaratta
Wodonga

Warrnambool

3

3
3

3 9

11

General elected seats
in each region

Seats reserved for formally
recognised Traditional Owner Groups

WHERE AND HOW TO VOTE

Voting is easy and will be open from  
16 September until 20 October 2019.

You can vote in person at various polling places around  
the state, via post or online at www.firstpeoplesvic.org/vote

On your ballot, you’ll need to write the number ‘1’ in the box next to your 
favourite candidate, number ‘2’ next to your second favourite and so on until  
you number at least three boxes. You may then, if you wish, number some  
or all of the remaining boxes in your order of preference.

In your region, you’re voting to elect three representatives to the Assembly. 

Learn more about all the voting regions 
at www.firstpeoplesvic.org/your-region
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HOW TO VOTE IN PERSON
To vote in person, you can access any of the polling booth locations  
across the state. 

At the polling location the team will ask you for your name and  
address to mark you off the roll, then provide you with a ballot.  
If you have questions, they can show you how to fill out the ballot  
correctly and give you an opportunity to practice if you want.

If you have not yet enrolled to vote, you can do this at the same time, 
remember to bring ID with you.

HOW TO VOTE ONLINE
After you have enrolled, you will be sent your Enrolment ID Number by  
email, letter or SMS. As voting commences, you will be sent another  
email, letter or SMS with your password and instructions on how to vote.

You will be asked to enter your Enrolment ID Number and Password  
sent to you. These are unique to you and cannot be used by anyone else.

You will be asked to click the candidates in the order you wish to vote  
for them. You will then click Next and will see a confirmation screen.  
Click Finish, and your vote will be cast. You cannot change your mind  
after this step.

If you haven’t filled out the ballot correctly, the system will tell you  
and ask you to fix it before submitting.

HOW TO VOTE BY POST
If you selected that you wanted to vote by post when you enrolled,  
you will be mailed a ballot and instructions to the address provided. 

Read the instructions carefully and then fill out the ballot. 

To ensure your vote is valid you will need to sign the envelope before  
returning to us. Put this in the reply paid (free) envelope provided. 

You must post your vote by 20 October 2019 and it must be received  
by us by 30 October 2019 to be counted.

If you haven’t already, you may request a postal ballot until  
5pm 14 October 2019.
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POLLING PLACES

You can vote in person in your region 
at the following locations and times:

The Gathering Place
99 Buckley Street, Morwell

Weekdays 9:00am–5:00pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct 
(closed Wednesday 2 & 9 Oct)

Gippsland and East Gippsland 
Aboriginal Co-Operative (GEGAC)
37–53 Dalmahoy Street, Bairnsdale

Weekdays 9:00am–5:00pm
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct 
(closed Wednesday 9 Oct)

The Hub
27 Dalmahoy Street, Bairnsdale

Weekdays 10:00am–6:00pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
(closed Wednesday 2 Oct)

West Gippsland Library
136 Princes Way Drouin

10:00am–5:00pm
Wednesday 9 Oct

Lakes Entrance Service Centre
Mechanics Street, Lakes Entrance

9:00am–4:30pm
Wednesday 9 Oct

Moogji Aboriginal Council  
East Gippsland
52 Stanley Street, Orbost

10:00am–4:00pm
Wednesday 2 Oct

Ramahyuck District Aboriginal 
Corporation
117 Foster Street, Sale

10:30am–5:30pm
Wednesday 2 Oct

All venues (unless marked) are wheelchair accessible. If you have accessibility 
issues, let the team know and they’ll be able to help you, including coming 
out to your car if needed.
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IMPORTANT TO NOTE:

If at the time of enrolment, you selected online  
or postal voting, you don’t need to do anything,  
information will be sent to you. 

If at the time of enrolment, you didn’t select 
online or postal, you can change this anytime  
by calling 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com

You can vote at any polling booth regardless  
of your town or voting preference. 

If you decide you want to vote online after enrolling,  
contact us at 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com  
to request an online ballot. This request may be made  
until 9pm 20 October 2019.

If you decide you want to vote by post after enrolling,  
contact us at 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com  
to request a postal ballot be sent to you. This request  
may be made until 14 October 2019.

NEED HELP? 

Let us know how we can help.

You can call Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission  
on 1800 TREATY (1800 87 32 89). 

To get in contact with your local Assembly Election Officer,  
visit www.firstpeoplesvic.org/get-in-touch or Contact the Victorian  
Treaty Advancement Commission on 1800 TREATY (1800 87 32 89).





“TO ME,  
TREATY MEANS THE 

RECOGNITION OF PAST 
INJUSTICES AND THE 

COMMITMENT TO ACTIONS 
THAT WILL PROMOTE TRUE 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE  
AND EQUITY WITHIN  
OUR COMMUNITIES”

Kyeema Coombs 



MEET YOUR 
CANDIDATES

The following is a list of candidates 
you can vote for in the First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria Election 2019.

Read their candidate statements 
to learn a bit more about them. 

Candidates are listed in the order 
they appear on the ballot.

Statements have been prepared by the indvidual candidates, they 
have not been edited unless they have exceeded the word count.
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RACHEL CLULOW
Proud GunaiKurnai women who has grown 
up with strong connections, to culture & 
community.  Have witness firsthand my 
grandparents & great grandparents advocate 
for a better future and access to services for 
my mob.

I have been proudly employed at Lakes 
Entrance Aboriginal Health Association for 
more than 8 years aiming to improve the 
health & wellbeing of our mob and feel that 
I am in the perfect position, have the skills 
to have a voice on this table.  I feel I am 
community connected & minded and have 
the expertise and respect to hear their voice.

ELECTRA GREENE
My name is Electra Greene, I am Gunai/
Kurnai, along with Munaro DNA tries, I’m 
wanting to became a member of Assembly, 
for my love of the land and the eviroment 
and waters of the South Gippsland Region, I 
like to fight the fight thats fair and respectful 
of our people of the Kurnai/Gunai Area.

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED
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PETER HOOD
My nomination to be elected onto the 
inaugural Treaty Assembly Victoria comes 
with a lot of thought. I believe I will be able 
to bring many aspects of Aboriginal affairs 
to the treaty table and play my part in the 
further negotiations of what a treaty can 
transform into in a progressive way. 

I have worked in various areas of Aboriginal 
affairs but more currently have been heavily 
involved in the justice area which comes 
with my role at Kurnai Legal Practice being 
the Director of Liaison . 

I am a Kurnai man on my fathers side 
from Gippsland with traditional ties also to 
Gunditjmara country. 

On my mothers side I come from 
Taungurung/Yorta Yorta/Bangerang ancestry. 

I have been active member in my community 
from the start, following in my families foot 
steps. 

My approach ( if elected ) to this whole 
treaty process is to be open minded and 
work towards improving the lives of my 
community in areas such as better health, 
housing, employment, education and also to 
improve better justice related outcomes for 
Aboriginal people who find themselves in 
the justice system. 

There is a lot of work to be started on and to 
continue. 

Thank you 

KEVIN MURRAY
As an indigenous Australian man, I feel very 
happy about Victoria having a Treaty.

As traditional owners of this country, 
we need to be heard, valued and most 
importantly, respected for who we are, what 
we do, where we’ve and the path we’re 
taking to secure our future, in keeping our 
strong culture, language and traditions alive. 

Treaty will give us the power to have more 
say over our Cultural Heritage and how we 
would oversee and manage it all.

I want to help lead the way forward with our 
people. 

I believe for us as Indigenous peoples of 
this country, we need to firstly right all 
past wrongs, acknowledge that we have 
always been here, in order to be able to 
move forward with the wider community 
in a very positive way whilst focusing on a 
whole range of issues that can benefit every 
indigenous person in this country, delivered 
for, and by our own commitments. 

Treaty should give us the tools to achieve 
self-determination without prejudice. 

We need to be on an equal par with the 
wider community and take full control of our 
own destiny moving forward with Treaty.

I want our people to be well and 

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED
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RODNEY HARRISON
My name is Rodney Harrison, I am a 36 year 
old  Gunnai/Kurnai man, with ties to Manaro, 
Gundijimarra and Yorta Yorta & Wiradjuri  
tribes.

I have lived and grew up in and around 
Bairnsdale all most of my life.

I Started Youth work 2014 with Gippsland 
East Gippsland Aboriginal Co-operative 
(GEGAC), working at a youth Hostel looking 
after the homeless youth and trying to 
get them into Housing. 2016 I moved from 
working with homeless kids to Mentoring 
the Aboriginal kids within our community. In 
2107,outside of my work role. Myself and the 
community came together and we created 
BRUS (Bairnsdale Regional Ulimited Sports). A 
sports club, that will help push our youth to 
what ever sport they are into.

BRUS was formed to support access to 
sporting activities and physical activity for 
people of all ages and all abilities in the 
Aboriginal community. It was formed in 
response to a need for improved health and 
wellbeing for Aboriginal people, through 
participation in sport. Although BRUS is 
supportive of all abilities, the organisation 
is keen to assist talented players to advance 
their levels of participation in sporting 
competitions locally and inter-state.  BRUS 
aims to work inclusively towards improving 
the health

ALICE ANN PEPPER
My Name is Alice Pepper I am a Proud 
Gunnai, Gunditjmar, Yorta Yorta, Mutti Mutti 
& Arunte Woman I identify and mention 
all my clans and am proud of my bloodline 
connections Because of past policies and 
the trauma caused to my Ancestors and 
elders it has taken me a lifetime to learn my 
connections to my country.

I hope our future generations do not have 
to struggle to find there connections, stories, 
languages and clans. I want to stand as 
a candidate to bring my people together 
to have a voice, to make change to be 
the decision makers to restore our cultural 
governance that we have a rigt to do as 
sovereign people the time is now to stand 
up and be not just counted but heard.!!

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED
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KAYLENE WILLIAMSON
Hi I’m Kaylene, I am a proud GunaiKurnai 
woman. I am the eldest daughter of Sandra 
Neilson and the Granddaughter of Cora 
Green. I grew up in Stratford and completed 
my schooling in Sale, leaving at 18 to 
complete my Bachelor of Management 
degree. I have spent majority of my adult 
life in Melbourne and the last two years at 
Uluru. I currently live in Eagle Point with my 
husband and two daughters.

My expertise varies from Aboriginal 
employment, education programs, human 
resources, management, governance, 
legislation and health and fitness. I have 
worked in private, corporate, government and 
community organisations.

I have strong communication skills, 
stakeholder engagement and negotiation 
skills and I am confident in speaking with 
government.

Coming back home to live on country 
feels amazing. Being with my family has 
strengthened my commitment to do the best 
I can for our future generations. I want to 
use my skills and knowledge to help voice 
what this community wants for the future. I 
don’t have all of the answers but I can help 
to make sure our voice is heard during this 
Treaty process. Let’s stand strong together to 
represent our people.

JEDDA PATTEN
My name is Jedda Patten, I am a 
Krowotholoong-Gunai woman from East 
Gippsland, Victoria. I come from a strong 
bloodline of political leaders. My leadership, 
community engagement and political 
representation has given me the direction of 
implementing knowledge of our Treaty to be 
at the core of cultural protocol.

My passion is Self-Determination for our 
Clans/Communities. My demonstration to my 
clan, state and national approach is to fulfil 
our own gap and create our Treaty for the 
future of our people. First peoples are to be 
at the front of decision making processes. It is 
our duty to culturally engage with our clans. I 
have represented Treaty to the prime minister 
and now I seek the opportunity for myself to 
lead and direct a sacred movement for our 
people. Where I am from I am known as the 
voice leader of the youth.

Treaty to me is an empowerment act to 
our sovereign rights, our Lore and future 
wellbeing of our generational cultural 
aspects. Clan rights, state government 
processes and my parliamentary response is 
important for me standing up for a process 
in our way will follow through with critical 
cultural guidance.

NO PHOTO 
SUPPLIED



“TREATY TO ME  
IS THE START OF  

JUSTICE FOR THE WRONGS 
FROM FIRST CONTACT TO 
PRESENT DAY. IT’S ABOUT 

ENSURING A JUST AND 
EQUITABLE FUTURE FOR THE 

GENERATIONS TO COME”

Douglas Briggs 



MORE INFORMATION

Call 1800 TREATY (1800 873 289)

www.firstpeoplesvic.org


