
YOUR  
CANDIDATES

SOUTH WEST

First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria Election 2019



“TREATY TO ME IS A 
RECOGNITION THAT 
WE ARE THE FIRST 

INHABITANTS OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND THAT 

OUR VOICE BE HEARD 
AND RESPECTED”

Uncle Archie Roach  
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VOTING IS OPEN FROM 
16 SEPTEMBER – 20 OCTOBER 2019
Treaties are our self-determining right.  
They can give us justice for the past and hope  
for the future. The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria  
will be our voice as we work towards Treaties.

The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria will be set up this year,  
with its first meeting set to be held in December. 

The Assembly will be a powerful, independent and culturally  
strong organisation made up of 32 Victorian Traditional Owners.

If you’re a Victorian Traditional Owner or an Aboriginal or  
Torres Strait Islander person living in Victoria, you’re eligible to vote  
for your Assembly representatives through a historic election process. 

Your voice matters, your vote is crucial.

HAVE YOU ENROLLED TO VOTE? 

To be able to vote, you’ll need to make sure you’re enrolled. This will  
only take you a few minutes. You can do this at the same time as voting,  
or before you vote. 

The Assembly election is completely Aboriginal owned and independent  
from any Government election (this includes the Victorian Electoral 
Commission and the Australian Electoral Commission). This means,  
even if you vote every year in other elections, you’ll still need to sign  
up to vote for your Assembly representatives. 

Don’t worry, your details will never be shared with Government, or any 
electoral commissions and you won’t get fined if you decide not to vote. 

To enrol to vote or learn more about enrolling,  
visit www.firstpeoplesvic.org/enrol
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Mildura

Swan Hill

Horsham Bendigo

Hamilton

Portland
Ballarat

Geelong

Melbourne

Traralgon

Bairnsdale

Shepparton

Wangaratta
Wodonga

Warrnambool

3

3
3

3 9

11

General elected seats
in each region

Seats reserved for formally
recognised Traditional Owner Groups

WHERE AND HOW TO VOTE

Voting is easy and will be open from  
16 September until 20 October 2019.

You can vote in person at various polling places around  
the state, via post or online at www.firstpeoplesvic.org/vote

On your ballot, you’ll need to write the number ‘1’ in the box next to your 
favourite candidate, number ‘2’ next to your second favourite and so on until  
you number at least three boxes. You may then, if you wish, number some  
or all of the remaining boxes in your order of preference.

In your region, you’re voting to elect three representatives to the Assembly. 

Learn more about all the voting regions 
at www.firstpeoplesvic.org/your-region
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HOW TO VOTE IN PERSON
To vote in person, you can access any of the polling booth locations  
across the state. 

At the polling location the team will ask you for your name and  
address to mark you off the roll, then provide you with a ballot.  
If you have questions, they can show you how to fill out the ballot  
correctly and give you an opportunity to practice if you want.

If you have not yet enrolled to vote, you can do this at the same time, 
remember to bring ID with you.

HOW TO VOTE ONLINE
After you have enrolled, you will be sent your Enrolment ID Number by  
email, letter or SMS. As voting commences, you will be sent another  
email, letter or SMS with your password and instructions on how to vote.

You will be asked to enter your Enrolment ID Number and Password  
sent to you. These are unique to you and cannot be used by anyone else.

You will be asked to click the candidates in the order you wish to vote  
for them. You will then click Next and will see a confirmation screen.  
Click Finish, and your vote will be cast. You cannot change your mind  
after this step.

If you haven’t filled out the ballot correctly, the system will tell you  
and ask you to fix it before submitting.

HOW TO VOTE BY POST
If you selected that you wanted to vote by post when you enrolled,  
you will be mailed a ballot and instructions to the address provided. 

Read the instructions carefully and then fill out the ballot. 

To ensure your vote is valid you will need to sign the envelope before  
returning to us. Put this in the reply paid (free) envelope provided. 

You must post your vote by 20 October 2019 and it must be received  
by us by 30 October 2019 to be counted.

If you haven’t already, you may request a postal ballot until  
5pm 14 October 2019.
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POLLING PLACES

You can vote in person in your region  
at the following locations and times:

Ballarat and District 
Aboriginal Co-operative
5 Market Street, Ballarat

Weekdays 9:00am – 5:00pm  
Except Thursdays: 10:00am-6:00pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct

Geelong Regional Library
51 Little Malop Street, Geelong

Weekdays 10:30am – 6:30pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct

South West TAFE
197-205 Timor Street, Warrnambool

Weekdays 9:00am – 5:00pm
Monday 30 Sept – Friday 4 Oct 
Monday 7 Oct – Friday 11 Oct  
(closed Tuesday 8 Oct)

Dhauwurd-Wurrung Elderly and 
Community Health Service
18 Wellington Road, Portland

10:00am – 6:00pm 
(to be confirmed)
Monday 7 Oct

Kirrae Health Service
Kirrae Rd, Framlingham

10:00am – 2:00pm
Tuesday 8 Oct

Framlingham Trust
Kirrae Rd, Framlingham

3:30pm – 5:00pm
Tuesday 8 Oct

All venues (unless marked) are wheelchair accessible. If you have accessibility 
issues, let the team know and they’ll be able to help you, including coming 
out to your car if needed.
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IMPORTANT TO NOTE:

If at the time of enrolment, you selected online  
or postal voting, you don’t need to do anything,  
information will be sent to you. 

If at the time of enrolment, you didn’t select 
online or postal, you can change this by calling  
1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com

You can vote at any polling booth regardless  
of your town or voting preference. 

If you decide you want to vote online after enrolling,  
contact us at 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com  
to request an online ballot. This request may be made  
until 9pm 20 October 2019.

If you decide you want to vote by post after enrolling,  
contact us at 1800 TREATY or emailing vtac@austelect.com  
to request a postal ballot be sent to you. This request  
may be made until 5pm 14 October 2019.

NEED HELP? 

Let us know how we can help.

You can call Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission  
on 1800 TREATY (1800 87 32 89). 

To get in contact with your local Assembly Election Officer,  
visit www.firstpeoplesvic.org/get-in-touch or Contact the Victorian  
Treaty Advancement Commission on 1800 TREATY (1800 87 32 89).



MEET YOUR 
CANDIDATES

The following is a list of candidates 
you can vote for in the First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria Election 2019.

Read their candidate statements 
to learn a bit more about them. 

Candidates are listed in the order 
they appear on the ballot.

Statements have been prepared by the indvidual candidates, they 
have not been edited unless they have exceeded the word count.
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JOHN MAXWELL LOVETT
Gunditjmirring/Gunditjmarra.  Lovett family 
going back to 1800’s.  Fought for Native Title 
in 1990’s was a member of ATSiC regional 
council of Victoria.

My view’s on treaty is that there is 
opportunity for Aboriginal recognition in 
regards to country by Government and 
highlightings traditional ownership. 

KEICHA DAY
I am a Gunditjmara/Yorta Yorta woman 
coming from a long line of strong women, 
namely my grandmothers Aunty Euphemia 
Day (nee Lovett) and Aunty Francis Matthysen 
(nee Briggs).  I was born on Yorta Yorta 
Country and grew up in and continue to live 
on Gunditjmara Country.  The Assembly has 
a massive responsibility to our communities 
and I believe I have relevant skills to ensure 
our mobs interests are heard and reflected in 
the proposed Framework.

We have endured many processes since 
colonization but one thing as always been 
steadfast and that is our sovereignty has 
never been ceded.  Treaties provide an 
opportunity to formally recognize this fact 
unlike any other process we have entered 
into which is why treaties are unique.

The only aspiration I have for treaties is that 
we exercise I ability to accept the process 
may not be perfect but use our collective 
intellect within what will be the negotiated 
framework to contribute to a future our 
boorais would be proud to inherit.  We were 
here long before treaties and we’ll be here 
long after.
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SISSY AUSTIN 
My name is Sissy Austin, a sovereign woman 
of clans Peek Woorroong, Keerray Woorroong 
and Djap Wurrung of the Gunditjmara Nation. 
I have inherited strength from women who 
walked and cared for country/ community 
before me, my grandmother Eileen Austin 
and Great Grandmother Doris Clarke.

I exist as a young woman to listen, learn 
and grow, but to also use voice when 
needed. The need for grassroots knowledge 
and insight and the need for generational 
representation are two of my motivating 
factors in deciding to stand as a candidate for 
the election.

My aspirations for treaty/treaties are for no 
mob to be left behind and for the next phase 
of treaty to listen deeply to and be driven 
by the already existing cultural knowledge, 
values and beliefs across all clan groups 
within the State Governments boundaries of 
Victoria. My informed decision to stand as a 
candidate does not indicate my acceptance 
towards the treaty process thus far, it 
indicates my fear of continued in-action of 
my aspirations listed above.

May the grassroots voices be heard, the 
past and current truths be told, the power 
dynamics shift and our mob not just survive, 
but thrive in and on our land.

JESSE WILLIAMS
This is exciting times for my people across 
the state, I have nothing but hope around 
this Treaty business because it is the first 
time we have had the opportunity to make 
change and it is well over due. Governments 
now have an obligation to continue this 
discussion and take it seriously, we have to 
position ourselves to make history in this 
country!

Our people are owed and deserve this 
opportunity, #TreatyNow#ItsTime
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KALEY NICHOLSON
As a proud Koori woman descendant from 
the Barapa Barapa, Yorta Yorta, Mutthi Mutthi 
and Taungurung Peoples I am committed to 
seeing the advancement of our people.

I come from a long line of proud black men 
and women who stood up and worked 
tirelessly to raise the voices of our mob, 
and having grown up connected to country, 
culture and family I know the value and 
importance of giving back to community.

Along with this I have worked for both 
Federal and Local government and completed 
a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Politics & 
Policy and Sociology at Deakin University.  
This means that I am well aware of how 
Aboriginal communities are always at the 
mercy of government policy and just how 
important it is for us to have a seat at the 
table to ensure that we see the best possible 
outcome for our communities.  

Like all other Aboriginal People I have long 
heard the call for treaty.  The time for self-
determination is now.  I will work to ensure 
that the government of Victoria is held to 
account and that framework for treaty is as 
strong and fair as possible allowing Victorian 
Aboriginal People justice at last.

CHARMAINE CLARKE
Hi, I’m a 52 year old Gunditjmara woman 
with over 30 years’ experience working 
in Aboriginal Affairs.  I am running for 
the First Peoples Assembly because I 
believe in the treaty process and what 
it can bring to our communities.  I have 
experience in negotiations and policy writing 
having worked in both state and federal 
governments and community organisations.  
I was born and live in the southwest and 
learnt our history from listening to my elders, 
walking my country and working with our 
community organisations throughout the 
region.  I believe every community should be 
heard and have a say in what they want in 
the treaty process.

A treaty to me means first strengthening our 
relationship and connection to the land, one 
that has been unbroken for thousands of 
years.  It is also an opportunity to build a real 
framework that breaks the cycle of welfare 
and poverty by opening up the potential for 
us to develop partnerships and negotiations 
which are beneficial to our people.  A treaty 
can be a strong foundation for our people 
from which to create real change, not just 
for our generation but for the many more to 
come.  So let’s get started.
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JORDAN EDWARDS
My name is Jordan Edwards I am a proud 
Keerraywurrung, Waddawurrung and Aranda 
man born and raised on Waddawurrung 
country in Geelong, with strong ties to 
Framlingham.  I am passionate about the 
community and making sure that our voices 
are represented fairly in everything that we 
do.  

In 2016 I was awarded Victorian Mr. NAIDOC 
for my dedication to the community.  I 
have also been awarded young achiever for 
Geelong in both 2016 and 2019.  

I know I would be a great person for this 
assembly because I bring a youth voice and 
perspective, I have also been involved with 
the treaty process from the first meeting held 
at the MCG.  My aspirations for treaty are for 
our people and culture to be uplifted and 
embedded in all aspects of socity.

I believe community consultations are one 
of the most important parts of the treaty 
process and should I be elected I’ll ensure 
that this be done in a proper manner.  This 
process should be transparent for all ages 
from elders to young people to ensure we 
all have input into the best way to move 
forward.

I hope to see my grandchildren benefiting 
from what we create here together.  

STAYCEE CHARLES
I am a young and proud Gunditjmara, Wemba 
Wemba, Barapa Barapa woman. I grew up in 
Deniliquin, Wemba Wemba country, until I 
was 13 where I moved to Geelong, continued 
my high schooling and later graduated VCE 
in 2015. In 2016 I moved to Canberra and 
studied a Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
at the University of Canberra. With the 
degree I hope to one day become a Forensic 
Psychologist and further assist our people to 
express their mental health in a more positive 
and healthy way. Currently, I live in Hamilton 
where I help organise events as well as 
volunteer to assist with events.

The reason I wish to become a member of 
the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria is to 
represent my community and also to be a 
voice for young Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in Victoria. I find the treaty is 
a positive step forward and is long overdue. 
The treaty process will be most important 
and having a voice in the process will benefit 
our people greatly. Although there may be 
challenges ahead, I will continue to be a 
strong voice for the community. 
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MARCUS CLARKE
My name is Marcus Clarke. I’m honoured and 
humbled to announce my candidacy for the 
First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria. 

I am the son of Lenny Clarke, grandson of 
Henry Banjo Clarke and Audrey Couzens. I am 
of the Gunditjmara-Kirrae Whurrong people. 
I’m born, bred and reside in Warrnambool. 
I’m married to Ellissa, we have 2 children, 
Lincoln and Remy. 

For us this is unchartered, game changing 
territory. It is about securing a positive 
future for our people now and our future 
generations. This is principally what motivates 
me to stand for election.

I am a realist to understand this won’t be 
an easy road but know this! If you vote for 
me you will get someone who will settle 
in quickly without fanfare who has over 
17 years active involvement in Aboriginal 
Affairs ranging from governance experience 
at national, state and local level and   
community service delivery at CEO level 
principally in health and social welfare. I also 
have a strong background in investigations 
and Fisheries Management. Above all, 
know that I am an independent thinker 
who will not refrain from expressing doubts 
and judgments or disagreeing with the 
consensus, if it’s the right thing to do.

TREVOR (REG) ABRAHAMS
I am an Aboriginal man, descendant of 
the Gunditjamara people, located in South 
Western Victoria.  I also have other ties to 
other Victorian blood lines, in Framlingham 
Settlement where my mother Rita Clarke/
Abrahams was born 1932 in-between the 
fork of a large fallen gum tree and was 
brought up by my Grandmother Alice Maude 
Clarke who was born on the Cumeragunja 
mission NSW 1909 and married my 
Grandfather Herbert Theodore Winter Clark 
born in Portland District Hospital 1905.  My 
Grandmothers mother Mary Maude Edwards 
was also born on Cumeragunja 1889 and 
stems back to the Briggs family that are 
Bunnerong, part of the Melbourne mob that 
have ties back to Tasmania, Van Demons 
land, Chief Mallangeta.

Treaty to me is about rectifying the past 
injustices for my ancestors and all other 
Aboriginal peoples living in Victoria.  I want 
to be part of the conversation and to help 
the assembly make decisions thst support our 
cultural structures in contemporary landscape.  

The South West have survived the arrival, 
invasion and colonisation by the British.  
We have survived the massacres, murders 
and battles.  We survived the diseases, 
despair and denial.  It’s time to resolve the 
dehumanisation, institutionalisation and 
ignorance.
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MICHAEL (MOOKEYE) BELL
Hi, my name is Michael Bell and I’m a 
Gunditjmara Man who lives on Gunditjmara 
Country in Heywood.  My connection to 
country is through my mother  
Laura Lovett – Bell.  I nominated to be a 
candidate for the First Peoples Assembly as 
a person with experience in working for my 
community on a local, regional and state 
wide level.

The opportunities to create a framework that 
is representative of our nations,clans and 
people to consider on treaties is strong.

To be able to give my experience is what I 
have been doing for a couple of decades and 
will ensure a strong voice is at the table.  

Aspiration for me is ensuring the Aboriginal 
Voice is where laws and strategies are 
approved in Victoria.  To have dedicated seats 
in State Parliament will ensure the Aboriginal 
Voice is a part of future decision making.

JULIE JOSE
Ngatanwaar nyoorra woorryn, howdy, I’m 
Aunty Julie, a proud Gunditjmara woman 
living on Wadawurrung country, a special 
place and connection for me.  Having grown 
up with a strong connection to country and 
family has grounded me in culture, beliefs 
and values through generations of strong 
willed and proud people who advocated 
and fought for political and social change 
for our communities.  I’ve worked in 
business, government, and community across 
employment, education, health and culture, 
and through further education I’ve completed 
Bachelor of Primary Education and Master of 
Indigenous Language Education.  Alongside 
my life experiences, integrity and cultural 
responsibilities I continue to work and 
advocate for our mob.

I personally see Treaty being change, a 
cultural revolution, nationhood of Aboriginal 
voice and many opportunities.  It is respect, 
acknowledgment, recognition, connection, 
cultural authority, protection of rights, justice, 
equality, cultural security, safety, diversity, 
caring for country, land reform, cultural 
preservation, well-being, lore, healing, 
changed mindset, continuum of culture, self-
determination and much more.  If elected I 
will be committed to the work and journey 
ahead of progressing the treaty movement 
with the voice of our mob from our South 
West region of Victoria and together we can 
make change in the right cultural way
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“TO ME,  
TREATY MEANS THE 

RECOGNITION OF PAST 
INJUSTICES AND THE 

COMMITMENT TO ACTIONS 
THAT WILL PROMOTE TRUE 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE  
AND EQUITY WITHIN  
OUR COMMUNITIES”

Kyeema Coombs 



MORE INFORMATION

Call 1800 TREATY (1800 873 289)

www.firstpeoplesvic.org


